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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE "3^ MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may tie available underthe prowsions of 37 CFR 1.136{^. fn no event, however, nriay a reply be timely filed after SIX ^ MONTHS 
from ttie mailing date of this commwtication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the apiplication to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of ttiis communication, even if timely, may reduce any earned patent 
term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

ro^esponsive to communication(s) filed on . 
CB^is action is FINAL. 
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1. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not 
included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 3-8 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. More particularly, claim 3 has been 
amended so as to in essence form a kit claim with claim l, 
whereby the adhesive sheet defined by claim 3 has a particular 
structure and also a preamble stating an intended usage of the 
sheet , but one that is not entitled to structural weight . Note 
that applicant's claim 3 recites a "second adhesive sheet for 
applying the first protective layer of the first adhesive sheet 
of claim 1". In claim 7, line 2, "protective layer" lacks 
antecedent basis , and in claim 8, line 2, there is no antecedent 
basis for "second adhesive of claim 4". 

3. Claims 1 and 3-8 are rejected under 35 U.S. C, § 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over EPA -570 taken in view of JPA -771, 
substantially for the reasons set forth in paragraph No. 5 of 
Paper No. 4, together with the following additional observations. 
Initially, it is noted that applicant's new characterization that 
the "fluorine polymer contains a vinylidene fluoride unit" is 
clearly set forth in EPA -570 (note, e.g. the Abstract), while 
the hydrophobic agent set forth in both claims 1 and 3 is clearly 
disclosed in JPA -771, machine translation- With respect to 
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applicant's remarks (Response, page 7) directed to the alleged 
lack of motivation to combine, the Examiner can only note that 
each reference is directed to weather resistant flexible 
substrates which are particularly resistant to dirt and stain 
accumulation (EPA -570) or agents for preventing adhesion of 
stain and article for outdoor use (JP -771) , and so they clearly 
relate to forming suitable articles that have excellent qualities 
useful in outdoor use. As to applicant's recitation in claim 3 
that the "second adhesive sheet" has a "second adhesive layer 
containing a coupling agent", such coupling agents are believed 
well known in the art, and also note that the secondary reference 
JP -771 teaches (paragraphs 0089, 0091) that silane coupling 
agents can be blended with a constituent that can be used not 
only for paints but also is present in adhesives and the like as 
a desirable additive. With respect to applicant's dependent 
claims, the embodiment of claim 5 is believed set forth in the 
paragraph of SPA -570 at column 2, lines 50-53, while the 
hydrophilic agent set forth in claim 6 is believed encompassed by 
applicant's structural formula in JP -771, and the water contact 
angle set forth in claim 7 is believed to be, if not clearly 
inherent in the resultant article, at most an obvious 
optimization to one of ordinary skill, in the absence of 
unexpected results. 
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4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of 
the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 C.F.R. 

§ 1.136(a). The practice of automatically extending the 

shortened statutory period an additional month upon the filing of 
a timely first response to a final rejection has been 
discontinued by the Office. See 1021 TMOG 35. 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS FINAL 
ACTION IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS 
ACTION. IN THE EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS 
OF THE MAILING DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION AND THE ADVISORY ACTION 
IS NOT MAILED UNTIL AFTER THE END OF THE THREE-MONTH SHORTENED 
STATUTORY PERIOD, THEN THE SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD WILL EXPIRE 
ON THE DATE THE ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED, AND ANY EXTENSION FEE 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) WILL BE CALCULATED FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THE ADVISORY ACTION. IN NO EVENT WILL THE 
STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE EXPIRE LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM 
THE DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION, 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel 
Zirker whose telephone number is (703) 308-0031. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 
P.M. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be 
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reached on (703) 308-2414. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 

status of this application or proceeding should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 
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